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undertake either to give their personal service, or in the case of
a village or number of ryots united together, to furnish a cer-
tain definite quantity of labour. Zemindars might be invited to
follow the same system, and we believe that many of them are
so sensible of the evils resulting from the present scarcity of
coolies, that they would easily be induced to co-operate, and
would support Government in this case more readily than they
do in fostering education and erecting schools. It might be
pointed out that the annihilation of the cooly class is a serious
evil, and that though no one's liberty would be interfered with,
encouragement would be given to all those who are willing to
work for hire at those seasons and times of the year when they
are not working on their land. Among the inferior classes men
of influence might be encouraged to enrol themselves as sirdars,
ready to procure coolies for Government at certain fixed rates
when required, on condition of receiving a certain commission
on the number engaged.

But, as we have said, details cannot be expected from us.
We have accomplished our object if we have succeeded in per-
suading our readers generally that the existing scarcity of la-
bour is ruining Lower Bengal, and will ruin it so far as the
introduction of capital and material progress are concerned, still
more as time goes on ; and that the causes at work are such as
offer no reasonable piospect of working out their own remedy,
but will continue year by year to intensify as the profits of the
remaining coolies increase, and their absorption into the
class above them is completed. We also maintain most resolu-
tely that no sound principle is violated even if Government
institutes a sort of labour conscription in Bengal; in fact, that
the violation would be more equitable and more justifiable
than that which now take place whenever troops have to be
moved from one place to another and the first cart and first
man that can be seized are impressed for the task.

If, however, the pluck (for so we regard it) of Government
is unequal to the demand which this would make upon it, we
still maintain that the most legitimate and unimpeachable ex-
ercise of influence will be sufficient to stem the evil in a great
measure, and that the landlords and, as one of them, Govern-
ment can best meet the difficulty by only letting land to those
who will not be above labour. Many ryots will even still do
work for their zemindars which they will do for no one else.

If, however, the advocates of the laisserfaire principle are
still allowed to carry the day ; if7misapplied political economy